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LOCAL 1998

National Federation of Federal Employees 

International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers, AFL-CIO
Alex Allen

President, NFFE-IAMAW Local 1998 

Grievance Between the Parties




      June 28, 2002
To:  MANAGER A, Regional Director, New Orleans Passport Agency

Re:  Sole use office for the Union President

In accordance with Article 8, Section 1a of the Agreement Between Passport Services and the National Federation of Federal Employees – Local 1998 (hereafter referred to as “the Agreement”) I am filing this Grievance Between the Parties on behalf of Local 1998 regarding an office for the Union Local President.  The Union believes that Management is not in compliance with Article 8, Section 1a of the Agreement.

Article not complied with:

Article 8, Section 1a
The Employer agrees to provide one desk or workstation per office for use by Union representatives who have not been assigned a permanent desk.  The Employer agrees to provide the Union President sole use equipment as needed, including a telephone with voice mail, where available, and a computer with e-mail and a separate e-mail address. A sole use office for the Union President will be provided where available.

Facts of the case:

Since taking office June 1, 2002 the union President has not been offered an acceptable office.

Requested Relief:
Management comply with Article 8, Section 1a of the Agreement and provide the Union President with an office with a telephone with voice mail, a computer with e-mail and a separate e-mail address.

Time Frame:
As stated in the Agreement.

Conclusion:
With offices on the 11th 12th and 13th floor of this building I am sure that adequate accommodations can be found.  There is an office on the 13th  floor that is designated as the “Visitor’s Office”, which for the most part sits there.  It is sometimes used by the Union Vice President or by supervisors to meet with employees.  Even with that, the room is terribly underutilized.  There are two interview rooms on the 13th floor that are seldom if ever used.  Although I have not seen the inside of these rooms, there are several supply rooms on both the 12th and 13th floor that may be acceptable.  I am not aware of what is available on the 11th floor.  I feel that for any agency to comply with this Article some changes would have to be made.  I have not seen any attempt to make changes to comply with this Article.  I was offered an open workstation that is more unacceptable than my current workstation because of its location and lack of privacy. From what I have seen and heard about other passport agencies, the New Orleans Passport Agency has more available space for a sole use office for the Union President than most of the other agencies.  To claim that there is no space available in this agency would essentially delete the last sentence of Article 8, Section 1a from the contract.  

Thank you,

Alex Allen










